
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
April 27, 2009 

 
The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, April 

27, 2009, was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by President Johnson in the Superintendent’s Conference 

Room of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Deb Polderman, Dale Posthumus, 

Rusty Rathburn, Jennifer Whistler, and John Whyte 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education move 
into closed session for the purpose of discussing the Superintendent’s evaluation.  Upon a roll call 
vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 5:45 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 6:10 p.m. 

 

The special meeting reconvened at 6:28 p.m. by President Johnson in the Professional Development 

Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 15 people 

and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Johnson informed the audience, due to the fact this is a special meeting, there will be no 

comments or communications at this point.  She stated she will allow citizen comments, pertaining to 

discussion items, at the end of the meeting. 

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience of a minor change in the elementary boundary assignment 

for the Rosewood neighborhood and asked the Director of Assessment and Student Information 

Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, to provide details.  Mr. Vomastek explained to better balance numbers and 

with the addition of four classrooms at 12
th

 Street Elementary, the Rosewood neighborhood will be 

assigned to 12
th

 Street Elementary beginning in the fall of 2009.  He informed the Trustees those families 

affected will be contacted directly and responded to a question about Kindergarten impact. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Technology Bid Package – Audio/Visual Technology for 12th Street Elementary.  The Technology 

Director, Mr. Michael Batterson provided an overview of the equipment, audio enhanced technology, 

and device coordination.  Technology Consultant, Mr. Alex Ellingsen, from Secant Technologies, and 

Mr. Batterson responded to Trustee questions pertaining to: the number of classrooms receiving 

equipment; cost; permanent equipment; years of life; professional development; tracking to evaluate 

value of equipment and impact on improving academic achievement; other prototypes being tested 

currently in the District; visual technology; and the value of this technology in the classroom.  

Superintendent Wells informed the audience the Technology Integration Specialist, Mr. Chuck 

Haskins, along with District teachers will be presenting an update to the Board at the May 11
th

 meeting.  

Mr. Whyte requested this item be moved to a vote. 
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Motion offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of Education 
move the 12th Street Elementary Bid Package 4 to BlueWater Technologies in an amount not to 
exceed $283,943.83 to an action item.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Whyte, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education approve 
the 12th Street Elementary Bid Package 4 to BlueWater Technologies in an amount not to exceed 
$283,943.83, as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Strategic Issue: Struggling Students.  Superintendent Wells shared the strategic area focus identified by 

the Board regarding support for struggling students.  She invited the following administrators to address 

key questions regarding who are struggling students, what kind of support systems are in place through 

the District, and what does this look like at the building level.  Dr. Ric Perry, Assistant Superintendent for 

Instructional Services; Ms. Denise Bresson, Director of Curriculum and Professional Development; Mr. 

Craig Ross, Community Education Center Administrator; Ms. Leslie Hainrihar and Mr. Kevin Riggs, 

Assistant Principals from Northern High School; Mr. Larry Killips, West Middle School Principal; Mrs. 

Karen Witvoet, Angling Road Elementary Principal; and Mr. Mark Root, Lake Center Elementary 

Principal.  The presenters shared examples of crucial conversations taking place across the District 

among staff to catch students earlier, as well as support for struggling students in a team approach, and 

how Professional Learning Communities (PLC) operate in the District.  President Johnson thanked the 

presenters, asked Trustees to process the information presented and contact the Superintendent with 

further questions.  Superintendent Wells suggested Trustees reflect on the information presented and 

contact her office with further questions or feedback. 

 

President Johnson opened the comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any citizens who 

would like to speak to the Board regarding agenda related items. 

 

Ms. Millie Taraszka, 410 Marylynn Court, a citizen, urged the District to focus more on math and 

academia and less on athletics.  She also shared concern about recognition signs at Portage City 

entrances promoting athletics. 

 

President Johnson informed Ms. Taraszka that recognition signs at the City of Portage entrance sites 

acknowledging sports teams were a Portage Athletic Foundation project.  She also informed Ms. 

Taraszka that District Debate and Forensics championships are also recognized at those sites. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 


